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May 2022
Sun

1

Mon

2

SJL 8:30 Worship
CLC 9:00 Quilting
Service With
Communion
Followed by Clean the
Church Sunday
CLC 10:30 Worship
Service With
Communion

8

SJL 8:30 Worship
Service

Tue

3

Wed

4

CLC 5:00 p.m. Council CLC – 5:30 Calvary’s
Kids and Confirmation
Meeting (note time
Class
change)
Family Night
Human Society
Service
Project

Thu

Fri

Sat

5

6

7

12

13

14

19

20

21

26

27

28

SJL 7:00 Confirmation
Class

9

CLC 9:00 Quilting

10

11

CLC 5:30 Last Day for SJL 6:30 Council
Calvary’s Kids
Meeting
CLC 5:30 Confirmation
Class and Last Day for
7th Grade Confirmation
Students

CLC 10:30 Worship
Service
CLC Donut Sunday
following service

SJL 7:00 Confirmation
Class

15

SJL 8:30 Worship
With Communion

16

CLC 9:00 Quilting

17

CLC 6:00 p.m.
Friendship Circle

SJL 8:30 Worship
Service

CLC 5:30 8th Graders 6:30 Kindred Lutheran
Confirmation Class
Parish Council Meeting
at St. John’s
SJL 7:00 Confirmation
Class

/CLC 10:30 Worship
With Communion

22

18

23

24

30

31

CLC 9:00 Quilting

9:00 AM Crystal Clean
At Calvary

25

CLC 10:30 Worship
Service

29

SJL 8:30 Worship
With Communion

No Quilting

CLC 10:30 Worship
With Communion

May 6 - International No Diet Day was created by Mary Evans Young in 1992. Mary is the director of the British group
“Diet Breaker”. After personally experiencing anorexia, she worked to help people appreciate themselves for what they
are, and to appreciate the body they have.
May 14 – We did uncover the origin of the Chicken Dance song. It was originally titled “Der Ententranz’ (The Duck
Dance).It was created by Swiss accordion player Werner Thomas of Davos, Switzerland. Thomas created it in the 1950’s.
Over the years, it quickly became popular, especially at weddings.
May 27 – Don’t Fry Friday is a very important day for you and your skin. It occurs just as the Memorial holiday begins, and
at the start of summer. At this time, sunshine is the most intense. People are seeking the sunshine and the great outdoors
after a long winter. The purpose of today, is to educate people, and to make them aware of the dangers of overexposure
to UVA and UVB rays. These UV rays come from the sun, and from popular tanning booths. They are the primary cause
of skin cancer.

May Birthdays!
Calvary Lutheran
St. John’s Lutheran
03 Eric Bussiere, Gunner Low
05 Alan Bahr, Dave Tessmer
08 Virginia Bolson,
Glen Gildemeister, Jo Lomprey
10 Kathy Stockhaus
13 Shawn Depies
15 Vicar Jennifer Sosinski
17 Beth Draeger
18 Theresa Clark, Dolly Krueger
21 Leif Gardner, Holly Zimmerman
23 Cooper Kautza
24 Brayden Vielbaum
25 Emma Donovan
25 Melanie Peterka
26 Lynda Eschmann,
Jennifer Jorgensen
27 Bob Diestler
28 Mark Mackey
29 Alexzander Kubiaczyk
30 Carrie Bussiere
31 Andrea Clark, Janice
Jorgensen, Casey Wagner

Lutheran World Relief
Calvary
We are starting to collect for
Personal Care Kits for LWR. This
year our goal is again 110 kits.
Because of a generous donation
we will only need:
SOAP: Bath size bars
BATH TOWELS: lighter weight
and dark colors preferred
TOOTHBRUSHES: original
containers, multipacks, ok.

St. John’s
During the month of May we are
collecting:
SOAP: Bath size bars
COMBS: Wide tooth preferred

First Communion

01 Paulette Carlson
05 Jackie Pukall
07 Camden Larson
10 Joel Creydt
12 Dillon Breyer, Colin Klumpyan
15 Virginia Breyer
20 Dave Carlson
31 Pam Reuter
FIRST COMMUNION
3rd Grade and up for
SJL and CLC
Is your child ready for
instruction in First
Communion?
Please speak with Vicar
Jennifer if you have questions,
or contact Lynda
(church office @ Calvary).

RETURN TO REGULAR WORSHIP
We are returning to our regular worship with the liturgy, passing of the
Record of Fellowship Books, and the passing of the collection baskets.
We will still share the peace in a manner comfortable for the congregation
in that we will remain in our pews and greet those around us in verbal
manner. (We want people to feel comfortable and safe.) We understand
that there are members with different health needs and concerns and we
respect that.
At Calvary: Communion (for now) will remain as we have been receiving it.
Exit the pew to your right, approach the servers and receive communion
and continue around and return to your pew (entering left).
We have open table for communion at Calvary. All who have been baptized
and accepted Jesus Christ as their savior are welcome at the Lord’s table.
Children who have not received their First Communion and others not
receiving communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing. We offer
both wine and grape juice. The wine is in the other rings of the communion
tray and grape juice is in the middle rings. We also have gluten-free wafers
upon request.

Calvary’s Confirmation Sunday will be held on May 22, 2022 at 10:30 worship
Congratulations to:
Cooper Kautza, Boden Kuenzli, Addison Nelson, Mattyson Ratliff and Mackenzie Wissbroecker

Pascal Meal Celebration
Traditionally Christians throughout the world observe the Thursday before Easter in
commemoration of the time when Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper [also know as
Holy Communion]. This day is called “Maundy Thursday” or “Holy Thursday.” The word
Maundy comes from the Latin mandatum meaning “commandment.” On this night
Jesus gave a new command to his apostles to love one another as he loved them
[John 13:35]. Also, at this time during the observance of Passover, Jesus commanded
them to repeat the custom of breaking bread and drinking wine whenever they met in
remembrance of Him. [1 Corinthians 11:23-25]. The Seder Meal was held on Maundy Thursday at Calvary. It
was led by Glen Gildemeister. Glen also did all the planning, organizing, and purchasing of food, wine, etc. for
the meal. The lamb was an anonymous donation, for which we are grateful. Pat Peterson cooked the lamb (it
was delicious). We had 41 people attend from Calvary and St. John’s (Birnamwood). It was an evening filled
with information, fellowship and remembrance of the Last Supper. Job well done!

So we have come now to remember Jesus’ last Passover
celebration and we read in the Bible that he “took bread,
gave thanks, and broke it, and gave it to his disciples
saying: “Take and eat, this is my body. ‘Then he took the
cup, gave thanks, and offered it to them saying ‘Drink from it
all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant, which is
poured out for the forgiveness of sins.”
[1 Corinthians 11:23-26}
Jesus went forth in God’s name to save this world. We
remember in the sacrament his life and death. We look
forward to being with him forever in eternity, according to
the scriptures.

Our Beautiful Easter Service
Calvary had such a beautiful Easter service with so many of our family members worshipping. A BIG thank you
to all who helped to make this service so special! Thank you: Gene Mackey, Becky Rotzell, Melissa Ferg, and
Vicar Jennifer for providing such beautiful music for us to enjoy, to our lector Kathy Stockhaus, song leader
Peggy Benes and ushers Bill and Richard and to Ron Peterka and Richard Tews for decorating the sanctuary on
this special day. Attendance at Calvary 130.

St. John’s also had a wonderful
service and an altar filled with
Easter Lilies. The service at SJL
began at 7:00 a.m. and had the
traditional Easter breakfast
following the “SON-rise” Service.
Attendance 86. What a wonderful
way to start an Easter Sunday.

The Day:

Easter is the earliest Christian festival, celebrating
Jesus’ resurrection from the grave in triumph over sin and death.
This festival was first mention by name in 130 A.D.

The Season: The Season of Easter last 50 days from Easter
Sunday to Pentecost.

Notes from St. John’s
•

We will be participating in a fund-raiser during the upcoming Birnamwood Polka Days, June 17th trough the 19th.
We need your help in selling Cards of Chance and also need prize donations. We have three large prizes that
have been donated but would appreciate something to go with them – gift cards are a great idea. Again you can
contact a council member for more information.

•
•
•
•

St. John’s Clean the Church Sunday will be May 1, following 8:30. Worship.
Next Council Meeting at SJL will be held at 6:30 p.m. on May 12, at 6:30 p.m.
Kindred Parish Council Meeting is Thursday, May 19 at St. John’s at 6:30.
We continue to hold a Shell Gas Card Fundraiser. Cards can be purchased in $25, $50, and $100
increments. Andy Resch and Jeremy Schmidt have the cards so please contact them or any council
member. Funds will be used for redoing the church parking lot, so please consider purchasing a card.
Everyone uses gas.
Looking Ahead:
o We will be hosting our Joint Service for the Kindred Parish on Wednesday, June 29. This will
replace SJL’s Sunday service on July 3. An outdoor picnic meal will be served at 5:30 and
outdoor service beginning at 7:00 p.m. Calvary will still offer a Sunday service on July 3
at 10:30 a.m. for both congregations.
o SJL will be hosting a VBS on August 23 – 25th from 5:30 – 8:00 p.m. Mark your calendar.

•

Notes from Calvary
•

•
•
•

•

•

Don’t forget to sign up for the Spring Fling Luncheon, Saturday, April 30. This is an all-member
event. Sheets are posted in the narthex with needed items and areas to help. Time is growing
short. MOST OF ALL – don’t forget to attend the luncheon: $8.00 for choice of a hot sandwich
(pulled pork donated by Tim and Linda Grall or Cracked Ranch Chicken donated by Julie Zack).
Both are delicious! Choice for two types of salads (wide variety), a beverage and dessert.
Calvary Council Meeting Tuesday, May 3, at 6:00 p.m.
Kindred Parish Council will meet on Thursday, May 19, 2022, 6:30 at St. John’s.
Calvary will again be awarding scholarships. Those eligible to apply are members of Calvary that are
graduating from high school, those currently in an institution of higher learning or those returning to
college or tech school to advance their career. Applications are available in the church office through
the month of May. Please help us spread the word.
CALVARY’S ANNUAL BRAT FRY AND BAKE SALE AT LAKESIDE GROCERY AND PHARMACY
FRIDAY, JUNE 10. With your help, Bill Eschmann, will head-up the Brat Fry this year. A sign-up sheet will be
posted in early May. Remember we also have a bake sale for this event. Watch for more information. . .
but mark your calendars.
MUSIC IN THE PARK / PIE IN THE PARK Our assigned date is Monday, August 8
This year we will serve hot dogs and brats and of course the delicious desserts. The band is Spotlite Polka
Band. Put you dancing shoes on! Always a great turn-out!

Daily Bread Food Pantry
New Food Pantry opening in Mattoon
We want to help you feed your family! With increasing costs, making ends meet is more
difficult than ever! Daily Bread is a new food pantry located within the Shepherd’s Watch
Community Center at 507 Stone Ave., in Mattoon. Daily Bread Food Pantry will be open every
first and third week of each month: Wednesday (3:00 – 6:00) and Thursday (11:00 to 2:00)
beginning in April. Applications are available here, at the Community Center, and on the
Shepherd’s Watch Community Center Facebook page. Please pick up an application for
yourself or to give to somebody who can benefit from this. We look forward to serving you!

Home Home’s Nursing Home Changing Focus
Letter received April 5, 2022 from Justin Cieslewicz, MHA MBA, Executive Director of Homme Homes
Due to ongoing critical workforce shortages and unsustainably high costs of operations due to low
reimbursement through the Medicaid program, Homme Home for the Aging, Inc. has made the difficult decision
to close the skilled nursing facility (nursing home).
The decision to close the skilled nursing facility was not taken lightly. With the ongoing challenges with the
workforce shortage and inadequate reimbursement, our organization can no longer sustain the skilled nursing
facility. Homme is not alone in this as since 2016 over 50 nursing homes in Wisconsin have made the difficult
decision to close due to the ongoing pressures of workforce shortages and reimbursement. Furthermore,
according to data from LeadingAge Wisconsin, since March of 2020, over 2,110 nursing home beds have been
delicensed, which is equivalent to the loss of thirty, 70-bed nursing homes.
Homme is working closely with the State Relocation Team to ensure a careful transition of nursing home
residents to an appropriate setting. Throughout this process we will assure that all care needs are met,
resident rights are protected, and resident centered care is maintained.
At Homme we will continue to provide our mission and serve our residents in our assisted living facilities and
independent living. Our plan is to transition the nursing home space into additional assisted living space, so
that we can expand our mission and further care for older adults in our community.
At Homme we have been caring for our community for one hundred forty years and look forward to continuing
our mission and providing the highest level of care for our residents.
Over the years Calvary and St. John’s have had members as residents at Homme Home for the Aging in
Wittenberg. We are sad to hear the news and wish everyone the very best as this transition is being made.
________________________________________________________________________________________

Message from Vicar Jennifer
“You are my God, and I will thank you; you are my God and I will exalt you.” (Psalm 118:28). God is
powerful, Creator of the universe by spoken word, painter of rainbows, keeper of the stars,
magnificent and glorious, all knowing! Yet, God is YOUR God, drawing near with a comforting and
sustaining presence, constant and unfailing in love for YOU. Of all the thoughts that you think today
keep this in mind: “God is love” (1 John 4:8) and God is head over heels in love with you. “Love one
another as God has loved you”. (John 13:34) May the choices we make and the lives we live exalt our
amazing God!
Vicar Jennifer
_______________________________________________________________________________
Confirmation Class and Calvary Kids will be holding a "Family Night" on
Wednesday, May 4. We will have a meal (hot dogs, etc.), games, and a service
project for the Langlade County Humane Society and we are asking for students
and families to contribute items for this event:
Suggestions: Paper Towels, Purina Dog and Cat Food, Dog and Kitty Treats,
Unscented dryer sheets and unscented laundry soap, Doggie and Kitty toys. The
Dollar Tree is a great source for these items.
Reminder: Last day for 7th grade Confirmation students will be May 11, all those being Confirmed
will attend on May 18 for rehearsal with parents. Confirmation is May 22 at 10:30.

Updates at Calvary
The new dishwasher has arrived at Calvary. It was delivered and installed on April 22.
It is a commercial grade by Hobart. Instructions are easy and the tech said it is the type
they really like to install in churches because of the ease of operation. This will help
with our efforts to GO GREEN and eliminate the use of so much Styrofoam. Special
thank you to the Women of Calvary for helping to purchase this useful appliance!

Calvary’s Social Concerns Committee elected to take on a new project this year to help support
Foster Care Families. The families do so much that it was suggested by organizers that gift cards for
the families to enjoy a meal out at local restaurants (to treat the entire family) would be appreciated.
Robin Gardner made a plea to the congregation for help on April 3 to raise $500.00. Thanks to your
generosity it was accomplished that day. The gift certificates have been purchased and are ready for
distribution.

LWR Matching Funds
Calvary participated in the Lutheran World Relief Matching Funds for humanitarian Aid for the
Ukraine. Though the generous donations received at Calvary we were able to remit $1,585.00 for
matching funds (with match that means $3,170.00). Thank you to everyone that contributed.

Sound System
A Big thank you to Justin Ferg for making the adjustments to improve our sound system. We have a
member that has offered to provide any updates and possible visual improvements that we might
need. We are grateful to Dan and Jan Young for spearheading this project and making things
happen when COVID-19 took over everything. Of course, if goes without saying that none of this
would matter if we didn’t have the volunteers to operate it on Sunday morning. So, thank you to Dan,
Jan, Julie Kubiaczyk and Angie Close for live streaming on Sunday morning. If this is an area that
you think you could help (training is available) it would be appreciated. Please speak with any of the
afore mentioned or see Lynda in the church office. Your help is really needed.
CHURCH LIGHTING
We know that the lighting in the church needs to be addressed. The
spotlights have been a challenge to obtain and install. We are current
switching to LED lights. We owe a HUGE thank you to Herm
Wissbroecker for taking on this project. The lights have been ordered and we are waiting for them to
arrive.

King of Glory Bread Oven Ministry
We were blessed with 100 loaves of artisan bread made by King of Glory
Lutheran Church in Greenfield WI. Shellee and Bob Buettner (frequent
visitors at Calvary) have moved to our area from Greenfield. They were
involved and still are in the Bread Oven Ministry of King of Glory Lutheran. The
church actually built an outdoor oven to make bread. They often hold a soup and bread dinner for people in
their area throughout the year. They also provide bread to area food pantries, homeless shelters, and
wherever it is needed. It is their vision that Calvary can become involved and do the same for people in our
area. Our Confirmation Students and Calvary’s Kids took bread with them after classes on Wednesday to
share with their neighbors. The bread is preservative free and only lasts approximately three days before it
needs to be frozen. Vicar Jennifer and members distributed bread in the Birnamwood and Antigo.

